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Church Contact Details 

Session Clerk: 
Mrs L Cordiner, The Pines, Craigellachie AB38 9QX ......... 01340 881244 
  
Treasurer: 
Mrs E Brown, 7 Tower Pl, Aberlour .................................... 01340 871035 
 
Property Convenor (Aberlour) 
Mr W Cameron, Lochiel, Mary Ave, Aberlour AB38 9QN .. 01340 881363 
 
Property Convenor (Craigellachie): 
Mr G Cordiner, The Pines, Craigellachie AB38 9QX .......... 01340 881244  
 
Gift Aid Convenor: 
Mr M Higgins, Cranna House, Mulben, Keith AB55 6XL .. 01542 860291 
 
Rollkeeper: 
Mr A Tweedie, Cuil Sith, Craigellachie AB38 9TG ............. 01340871515 
 
Organist Aberlour: 
Mrs M Anderson, Rowan Cottage, Aberlour ........................ 01340 871906 
 
Organist Craigellachie: 
Mr George Cordiner, The Pines, Craigellachie AB38 9QX . 01340 881244 
 
Kirk News Editor: 
Mrs Jane Tweedie, Cuil Sith, Craigellachie........ ................. 01340 871515 
 Email: jane871515@outlook.com 
 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
Mr Iain Southgate, Craigellachie ......................................... 07885 241206 
 
Life & Work Convenor: 
Mrs Jane Tweedie, Cuil Sith, Craigellachie........ ................. 01340 871515 
 
Cradle Roll Keeper: Aberlour - Mrs Heather Cruikshank  

Craigellachie - Mrs Morag Thomson 
 

The Kirk News is published in March, June, September & December.   
Deadline for entries is the 5th of the month prior to publishing date. 

 
NOTE TO ALL THOSE WHO WRITE ARTICLES FOR THE KIRK NEWS:  
As a precaution, and to protect privacy, since Kirk News is available on the internet, 
would you please ensure that, if you use full names, addresses or telephone numbers of 
individuals, you do so only with their approval when submitting articles. 

Articles submitted to the Kirk News for publication should be sent to the editor 
together with full name, address, and/or telephone number. 
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Letter from Geoff McKee, Interim Moderator, Sept 2020 
 

Be alive! 
 

I came across the following anonymous poem recently. 

 

“Think freely: Practice patience: 

Smile often: Savour special moments: 

Live God’s message: Make new 

friends: Discover old ones: Tell 

those you love that you do: Feel deeply:  

 

Forget trouble: Forgive an enemy: 

Pick some daisies: Share them: Keep 

a promise: Look for rainbows: Gaze at  

stars: See beauty everywhere: Work  

hard: Be wise: Try to understand: 

Take time for people: Make time for yourself.  

 

Laugh heartily: Spread joy: Take a  

chance: Reach out: Let someone in:  

Try something new: Slow down: Be  

soft sometimes: Celebrate life: 

Believe in yourself: Trust others: See  

a sunrise: Listen to rain: Reminisce: 

Cry when you need to…….” 

 
Wilkinson & Cocksworth  2001  An Anglican Companion: Words from the Heart of Faith  London: 
SPCK p.55  

 

I know there are no tears of sadness, only joy, as you welcome Andrew and Lynsey to 
the Parish.  This is a time to truly celebrate all of God’s goodness; to celebrate life as 
the poem suggests.  Some people may perceive the Christian life to be a life lived un-
der constraint, with lots of imposed regulations and restrictions to freedom.  Nothing 
could be further from the truth, as Jesus made clear in the message recorded in John 
10:10, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  It is that fulness 
of life that is celebrated in the poem with all its potential happiness and joy, sorrow 
and heartache and everything else in between.  The poem is full of imperatives from 
beginning to end.  You must take the initiative.  You must try by stepping forward.  
You must take risks.  You must give of everything you have.  You must live and love 
to the full.  

 

The beginning of a new ministry is an exciting time when you can all practise these 
things.  It offers the promise of a new chapter and fresh hope for the days to come.  It 
brings energy and enthusiasm.  It demands you and your minister to step out; to take 
the initiative and to live life to the full. 
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World Mission Stamp Appeal Project 2020 
 

This year the Stamp Project proceeds will benefit The Women’s Development Centre 
(WDC) in Kandy, Sri Lanka, which runs a project to support women and girls who 
have been victims  of rape and sexual violence. 
 
The WDC gives these women somewhere to stay, and supports them in caring for 
their children, helps them return  to education, if they wish, and trains them in skills 
they can use to make a living when they leave. The WDC also has a social enterprise 
and café where the women can work and sell their handmade products. 
The WDC team give vital care to the young girls and women who are very vulnera-
ble and often  discarded by their families. 
 
Help support them by collecting used stamps, which are then sold on. 
As it’s not possible to take the stamps to Church at this time, you can drop them off 
at Gammack’s Shop, 83 High Street, Aberlour. 
 
Thanking you in advance for your support. 
Linda Grant 

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time with you as Interim Moderator.  It has been good 
to get to know you and to journey with you.  I am indebted to Morris, your locum 
minister, and his wife, Jan, for all that they have given in ministry during the vacancy.  
I know they will miss you all, but they are entitled to a good rest now and I know you 
will wish them every blessing in their retirement.   

 

May God bless you, and your new minister, Andrew, and his wife, Lynsey, as you to-
gether work for the advancement of God’s Kingdom.   

 

Geoff McKee 

September 2020 

(Continued from page 3) 

Parish Register 
Funerals and Memorial Services 
   
15 Feb  2020    Alec Davie, Aberlour 
  3 Mar  2020    Lorna Innes, Craigellachie 
27 Mar  2020     Fred Lorimer, Craigellachie 
  8 May 2020     George Crichton, Craigellachie 
20 May 2020     William (Bill) Burgess, Craigellachie 
  6 Aug 2020    Rhona Cairncross, Aberlour 
27 Aug 2020    Margaret Macdonald, Craigellachie 
22 Sep  2020     Jean McHardy, Aberlour 
  2 Oct  2020     William (Dusty) Miller, Aberlour 
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Pastoral Letter from Rev M Smith 

September 2020 
 
Friends,  
 
The other day I was reminded of an old riddle. What has a head and a tail and is 
flat? The answer, of course, is a coin. Jan and I are both delighted that Aberlour 
has called a new minister and that Andrew and Lynsey will be living amongst 
you very soon. That is one side of the coin. However, the other side of that same 
coin is that we will be sad to leave you because we have both thoroughly en-
joyed getting to know you and working with you.  
 
It hardly seems more than two years since we first came to Aberlour in February 
2018 because the time has flown past. We will remember the times of worship, 
and the tea afterwards of course. The young folks with their bright faces and 
equally bright answers keeping the minister on his toes. We will also remember 
concerts and ceilidhs, coffee mornings and Christian Aid walks. Just a few of the 
memories Jan and I will have for a long time.    
 
Although, it has been a strange time as well. As you know, Jan and I were as-
saulted last October and had to take four months to recover. No sooner were we 
back amongst you in March this year than the pandemic restrictions and 
‘lockdown’ began, which meant we were all confined to our homes, had to prac-
tise social distancing and touching elbows instead of shaking hands. Something 
that I must admit we weren’t very good at keeping to in Craigellachie and Aber-
lour, for which I am grateful, because touching elbows isn’t the same and I’m 
sure it will never catch on. Then our church buildings were closed, and we had 
to get used to being the Church without Sunday worship together, which has 
been very strange although I think we have all learned that we are the Church 
and the building is only our meeting place; that God is with us wherever we are, 
and our worship is living out our faith through prayer and through our love and 
care of one another. Something that has been very evident is your care and sup-
port of one another over the last months. Jan and I have also been beneficiaries 
of your care and love through cards and letters, phone calls and visits when al-
lowed. We have greatly appreciated all you have done for us and especially the 
friendships made in both Craigellachie and Aberlour for which we are very 
thankful.  
 
However, as the Preacher in Ecclesiastes reminds us, ‘For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.’ (Ecc. 3: 1). Our time with 
you is coming to an end and your ministry with Andrew is about to begin. 
Things will be different. That is to be expected and welcomed, and I am sure 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Traidcraft and Fair Trade 
 
What a difference a year makes.....last autumn the Aberlour 
Fairtrade Town group was  celebrating 3 birthdays: Traidcraft 
- 40 years, Fairtrade Mark - 25 years, Aberlour Fairtrade 
Town - 5 years, and we enjoyed a very successful Birthday 
Coffee Morning. 
 
In February Aberlour Scout Group hosted our usual Fairtrade Fortnight coffee morning, 
which was well supported as always, and we were privileged to have a visit from Rich-
ard Lochhead MSP. 
 
Then Covid 19......and almost all aspects of our lives have changed. At the beginning, 
foodstuffs from the Traidcraft stalls were given to the local Foodbank for local distribu-
tion. The Traidcraft stalls at our churches could no longer operate. However the Scottish 
Fair Trade Forum and Traidcraft sourced reusable cotton face coverings, made to 
Fairtrade standards, and a lot of these were sold locally. 
 
Although we face enormous challenges in our own country with the virus, these are 
even greater in countries where people are poor, housing is overcrowded, health ser-
vices limited. The need for supporting vulnerable communities is greater than ever, by 
paying fair prices for people's products and labour . 
 
- Fairtrade products can still be bought locally in many of our shops and supermarkets 
- buy Traidcraft products online by visiting www.traidcraftshop.co.uk  
- you can buy from a range of products, tea, coffee, cookies, chocolate, sweets etc, face 
coverings or gift items by contacting Maureen on 871906, or through the Fair Trade 
Aberlour Facebook page. 

that you will soon take Andrew and Lynsey to your hearts and, as we have, they 
will enjoy your love, care, and support as you work together for Christ’s king-
dom. The Preacher of Ecclesiastes also tells us that there is a time to weep, and a 
time to laugh (Ecc. 3: 4a). Again, so true and we will shed a tear at leaving 
Aberlour but also many a happy memory will make us smile and even laugh to-
gether as we remember our time at Aberlour.  
 
Many thanks to you all, to the Rev. Geoff McKee, the Interim Moderator, for all 
his kindness and support but mainly for his friendship. A favourite blessing of 
mine. ‘May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be always at your back, 
may the sun shine warm upon your face and the rain fall softly upon your fields, 
and until we meet again may God hold you in the hollow of his hand.’ Amen.  
 
God bless. Stay safe, 
                                     Morris and Jan                  

(Continued from page 5) 

http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk
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News from Speyside Community Council 
 

Specific Responses to the Covid 19 Pandemic 
     Just like many of you, SCC members have been shielding, home schooling, working 
from home, volunteering or have been amongst our essential workers.  It has been a very 
difficult time for many of us and, unfortunately, it doesn’t look like things will be back to 
normal any time soon. 
     However, members of our communities have stepped up to the challenge to support the 
vulnerable amongst us and everyone should be extremely proud of their efforts.  For our 
part, Speyside Community Council has concentrated on accessing funds to help several 
Covid 19 related initiatives in our area.  To date we have been able to distribute nearly 
£16000 from Highlands and Islands Enterprise ‘Supporting Communities Fund’ to initia-
tives in Rothes, Craigellachie and Aberlour.  These include travel expenses for volunteers 
involved in the delivery and collection of food etc and the delivery of freshly cooked meals. 
The funding has also been used to supplement the voluntary donations to the Blessings Box 
in Rothes and to contribute towards the cost of hall keepers and cleaners.  Money is also 
available for fuel top ups.  £2000 from the CORRA Foundation ‘Community Well-being 
Fund’ has been shared between the Moray Handy Person Service, the Aberlour School Hub 
for essential workers’ children and a local angling club. 
     We have also been able to purchase two iPads from funding provided by the SSE 
‘Resilience Fund’ for the use of residents at the Care Home in Aberlour, and provided anoth-
er two iPads courtesy of funding from Connecting Scotland – for two socially isolated 
households.  Two members of the community are supporting these households in the use of 
this digital technology.  New funds will shortly be available to support the recovery process. 
     The day to day work of the Speyside Community Council has also continued during this 
Pandemic. 
     Windfarms: A public inquiry has taken place for the ClashGour Windfarm and Rothes 
III Extension.  This whole process has been very time consuming and complicated as both 
applications have been considered together. SCC was represented at the inquiry. The Report-
ers and Scottish Ministers will decide if either/both applications are to be permitted. 
     There has also been a consultation from SSEN for the new transmission line that will 
need to be erected should Rothes III be consented. SCC responded to this ‘virtual consulta-
tion’. 
     A planning application has also been submitted to the Scottish Energy Consents Unit (not 
Moray Council) for an extension to the existing Berry Burn Windfarm.  SCC will respond to 
this in due course. 
     Mackessack Path Up-Grade: SCC has been working on this for some time and are 
pleased to report the project is almost finished. For those of you who do not know Rothes 
too well, this is a section of path that skirts around the football club.  The surface was ex-
tremely poor – boggy when wet and rutted when frozen.  We raised enough funding to com-
plete the resurfacing just before the lockdown whilst  children from the primary school 
helped to  plant some trees and reseeded the area with grass and wild flower seeds.  The 
path is now very attractive and well used. 
     Craigellachie Village Post Box: SCC is in dialogue with Royal Mail with a view to in-
stalling a larger post box outside the village Post Office.  With the Post Office being tempo-
rarily closed the small post box is unfit for purpose and even when the Post Office re-opens 
a larger post box would not go amiss. Due to the current situation, communications are tak-
ing longer than usual but we are hopeful of a successful outcome for the village. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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     SCC will not be holding public meetings for the foreseeable future, but will continue 
meeting with Zoom for which training has been arranged by Moray Council Community 
Liaison Officer. 
     SCC wishes everyone well during these difficult times and if we can help in any way 
please get in touch. 

Marion Ross (Chairperson) 
speysidecommunitycouncil@gmail.com 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

St Margaret’s Church 
 

Like all places of worship, St Margaret’s was closed throughout lockdown.  We were all de-
lighted when we were given the green light to resume services which we did on 19th July.  
The Most Reverend Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross and Caithness and Primus of the 
Scottish Episcopal Church also happens to be our priest and we were so pleased that he 
was able to lead worship at our first service.  Nothing like having the top man to kick things 
off! 
 
We have all the required mitigations in place and have been meeting every Sunday since 
then.  St Margaret’s Church is a large building with a small congregation so social distanc-
ing is relatively simple.  We also have side aisles which means that we can have a one way 
system in the church.  Lots of hand sanitiser and masks plus a record of all attendees com-
plete our precautions. 
 
Sadly, hymn singing is not yet allowed but our organist plays hymn tunes before the service 
for us all to enjoy.  Let’s hope it won’t be too long before we can join in with the music. 
 
Reverend Roy Vincent takes our services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of every month and the 
remaining services are lay led.  Not everyone yet feels comfortable attending worship and 
the Scottish Episcopal Church, which provided online services right through lockdown, con-
tinues to do so for those who prefer not to come to church at this time.  They are with us 
in spirit. 
 
Anyone is welcome to join us at 10am on a Sunday morning.  If we get to the stage of 
having to book to attend we will be overjoyed! 

     Although the Guild is currently unable to meet, we are all trying 

to keep in touch and hoping that it won’t be too much longer before 

we can meet together again.  The committee are ready to begin or-

ganising a schedule immediately we can safely meet together.  

     On a brighter note, we are very pleased to have a new minister 

and wish him every blessing in his new post. 

Hilda Morrice 
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SCIO CRAIGELLACHIE VILLAGE COUNCIL  
SCO18399  

Unfortunately, Craigellachie Village Council still finds itself unable to do much due to the Covid pandemic.   
 
Whilst we have been unable to undertake any fundraising events or allow any groups to use the village hall or 
tennis pavilion in the past 6 months, we have been continuing to work hard behind the scenes for the benefit of 
our village to ensure our facilities will be ready to open when government restrictions allow. 
 
To ensure we can safely open our facilities to the general public and different user groups, we have had to create 
and update a whole raft of paperwork to ensure compliance with Scottish Government restrictions e.g. General 
Risk Assessments; Covid Hire Risk Assessment Guidelines; new Booking Forms; Covid Signage; Cleaning Pro-
tocols; and devise a new system for hiring the hall.  It appears it is not quite as simple as “opening up the hall” 
and allowing activities to happen; it also depends on the “type” of activity that is going to be undertaken in the 
building.  Any sport activity groups using the hall or tennis pavilion must also adhere to their particular sport’s 
governing guidance.  Track and Trace is another consideration to be taken into account.    
 
We have worked closely with the Craigellachie Primary School to facilitate safe provision of the hall for school 
lunches, and hope indoor PE will be able to commence in the hall in due course.    
 
At the start of lockdown several members of the village council and the public offered their assistance to the 
community and they continue to be ready and willing to help anyone unable to get out and about for shopping, 
collecting prescriptions, posting letters etc.  If you need our assistance please get in touch with Brenda (tel. 
871882), Jane (tel. 871515),  Ken (tel. 881732) or Moira (tel. 881935) and we and the other volunteers on our 
list will do our best to help you out.  Please do not be shy…we want to help and will do our best to assist. 
 
The Defibrillator has been relocated to the outside of the Craigellachie Village hall.  We are indebted to Keirans 
Legacy for donating the steel cabinet, new battery and pads for the defibrillator.  Campbell & McHardy Electri-
cians generously waived their fee to install the cabinet, while the Gordon and Ena Baxter Foundation and Berry-
burn Community Fund provided funding to help cover costs of signage and publicising the new location of the 
defibrillator.  The Craigellachie Village Council are very grateful for the support received in moving the defib-
rillator to an easily accessible location in the centre of the village. 
 
The community has pulled together in the face of the Covid19 pandemic and we are proud of the voluntary work 
which has taken place in the village over the last six months: the Village Council acted as a collection point for 
material to enable scrubs to be made for medics; several volunteers painted the football pitch sheds in early sum-
mer, which spruced them up and ensures their maintenance for the next 12 months; villagers donated funds and 
plants to supplement the plants we purchased for the floral tub displays; and a willing band of volunteers wa-
tered and tended floral tubs, ensuring they looked great throughout the summer.  A BIG THANK YOU to all our 
volunteers! 
 
Although the village has looked great with summer bedding displays, unfortunately there has been a bit of an 
issue with dog poo.  The steps leading down to the Fiddich Park from Spey Road and areas around the Craigel-
lachie Bridge have been particularly blighted by those who fail to clean up after their dogs.  To help ease the 
problem, several containers containing dog poo bags were located at specific areas and there really should not be 
any excuse for anyone failing to pick up after their dog.  If you have forgotten to take your own doggy bag with 
you, please use a bag from the bag dispensers and place the bagged dog waste in a bin.  Following complaints, a 
reminder was posted on our Facebook page reminding visitors to the Craigellachie Bridge area to use the public 
toilets located on the A95.  Hopefully these unhygienic situations will not recur in the future.  
 
The Village Council AGM is usually held at the end of October / early November, however the date has yet to 
be scheduled but will be publicised in due course.  Some key members of the village council have been at the 
helm of this group for decades and it is vital that others come along and join the village council to ensure the 
facilities continue to be managed for the benefit of the community.  Please help us to help the people of Craigel-
lachie – all skills and opinions are required.  If you want to have an informal word about what might be in-
volved, please get in touch with Brenda, Jane, Ken or Moira.  Your help would be much appreciated. 
 
Brenda (Secretary) 
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14 September 1812 

Hugh Fraser’s retiral as Chair of Aberlour Community Association SCIO 

On Friday 11 September, Hugh Fraser was presented with an engraved crystal whisky decanter 
and glasses, together with a fine Aberlour whisky by Dr Bill Malcolm, Chair, and Pamela Winches-
ter, Vice-Chair of Aberlour Community Association SCIO, to mark his retiral from office as Chair of 
Aberlour Community Association SCIO in March 2020.  

Hugh, a former manager of Bank of Scotland, was born and brought up in Speyside, and spent his 
professional life in Speyside and Moray, with stints in Edinburgh and Aberdeen before undertaking 
three decades of service to ACA and other local groups that has included: 

• Treasurer of Aberlour Strathspey Highland Games for 25 years 
• Treasurer of Aberlour Senior Citizens Association for 26 years 
• Secretary/Treasurer of the Alice Littler Memorial Trust from 1992 to the present 
• Speyside coordinator from 1994 for Moray Scanner Appeal,  raising £57 000 
• President of Stathspey Farmers Club (Grantown Show) in 1978 
• Inaugural Chairman, and thereafter Secretary, of the League of Friends of the Fleming Hospital 
• Treasurer of Speyside Area Forum to the present day 
• Founder member of Money for Moray Participatory Budgeting Group 
• Ambassador for the Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival in 2016, subsequently in 2018 made a 
lifetime award   
• Member of ACA since 1989, and office bearer as Treasurer and Chairman, involved in a host 
of local initiatives, including securing an agreement with Moray Council to take over management 
of the Fleming Hall; processing a Business Plan in 2014 leading to securing of ownership of the 
Old Station Building from Moray Council under a Community Asset Transfer; managing improve-
ments in excess of £120 000 and £25 000 invested respectively in the Hall and the Old Station 
Building; and what he personally regards as his finest achievement, coordinating the commemora-
tions celebrating Aberlour’s Bicentenary in 2012, crowned with a royal visit by HRH The Duke of 
Rothesay arranged through the agency of Mrs Clare Russell, former Lord-Lieutenant of Banffshire 
Dr Bill Malcolm, recently appointed Chair of ACA, observes: 

‘What Hugh Fraser has done for the community of Aberlour in a host of different guises is phe-
nomenal, and he’s an impossible act to follow as Chair of ACA. Hugh is one of the old school of 
local stalwarts who assume that their sense of belonging to a particular community involves active 
commitment to the innumerable causes that feed into its conservation and development for the 
greater benefit of the local folk. He thoroughly deserves now to take a well-earned rest and enjoy 
sampling some fine drams of special Speyside malt whisky.’   

Andrew Simpson, Lord-Lieutenant of Banffshire, wrote to Hugh as follows to add his congratula-
tions and to pay tribute to his accomplishments: 

‘For over 30 years you have been a stalwart of the Aberlour Community. As Treasurer and Chair 
of the Aberlour Community Association, and in many other capacities, you worked tirelessly for 
your community. Your contributions to Aberlour and the surrounding area have made an immeas-
urable impact to enrich the lives both of local residents and visitors. Your leadership, practical ac-
tions and support for others have made a difference and are greatly valued. There are so many 
examples of what has been achieved from your initiatives – ranging from keeping alive local herit-
age, such as by overseeing the return of the McCorquodale stone, to promoting local businesses 
by ensuring that Aberlour has an important role in the Spirit of Speyside Festival.  By providing 
leadership, you are also a wonderful servant of the area.’ 
 
Our best wishes go to Hugh, whose involvement in the ACA committee will be missed by all. 
 
Dr William K Malcolm, Chair, ACA 

Aberlour Community Association SCIO Registered Number: SC009817 

Charlestown of Aberlour 
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A very busy summer for the Aberlour Community Association Committee and Volunteers 

ACA’s importance within the local community has been consolidated in the troublesome period 
accompanying the Covid-19 pandemic, coinciding with the election of a fresh Executive Com-
mittee in March 2020.  
 
In addition to its many conventional functions, ACA has taken responsibility for actively deliver-
ing support measures within the local community, from leafleting the village and surrounding 
areas with details of ‘Fone Friends’ able to provide ready support, to establishment of the local 
foodbank hub in the Old Station Tearoom (which has made in excess of 700 care food bag de-
liveries to date) and organisation of a fortnightly fresh meals delivery service in partnership with 
the Aberlour Hotel and the Gather’n Cafe (300 of which have been delivered to date). ACA has 
also used the window of the lockdown for the refurbishment and deep cleaning of the Fleming 
Hall in preparation for welcoming back the many groups that make use of its facilities, as well as 
for installation of paylocks on the public toilets.  
 
The ACA Covid-19 support programme has involved active cooperation with, and generous 
support of, many groups, including the Aberlour Coop, Moray Council Community Support Unit 
and Moray Food Plus in Elgin as well as numerous local associations, businesses and distiller-
ies, local shops and private individuals, to all of whom we owe our thanks.  
 
In response to the continued delay in the resolution of the Alice Littler Park’s future, exacerbat-
ed by the renewed recreational demands made in the wake of the Covid-19 crisis, ACA has fa-
cilitated the steady refurbishing of the children’s playpark throughout the summer. The willing 
band of volunteers comprising Trustees, Members, local tradesmen and friends, carried out full 
power-cleaning, timber restoration, priming and painting of the installations, and resurfacing of 
the ground with fresh bark-chips, all completed in September of this year. 
 
ACA was instrumental in arranging with the Alice Littler Memorial Trust for ALMT to take on the 
responsibility for organising and financing maintenance of the park for the current financial year 
by a local contractor. This arrangement was made prior to the Covid-19 pandemic in consulta-
tion with MC, both to safeguard the park for itself and with specific concern for maintaining the 
park as the arena for the popular Aberlour Strathspey Highland Games held in August, this year 
unfortunately subsequently falling victim to the Covid-19 crisis. ACA Trustees have been in reg-
ular communication with MC Lands and Parks officers throughout the summer and have 
reached agreement on equable measures with regard to local waste disposal, hedge and shrub 
cutting and grounds maintenance.    
 
Our committed local volunteers have added immeasurably to the spiritual and emotional wellbe-
ing of the innumerable patrons from home and further afield by providing such a splendid natu-
ral environment within the village for the benefit of all. 
 
Stay safe, healthy and happy! 
 
Dr William K Malcolm, Chair, ACA  

(Continued from page 10) 
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 The Friends of Craigellachie Bridge continue to work on improve-
ments to the area surrounding the old bridge.  In the last few months 
the old car park has been cleared of 30 years of leaf litter, and large 
stones have been placed parallel to the riverbank until a fence is in 
place. The stonework to the Banffshire side of the bridge is in good 
condition and now exposed. A little bit of tidying up is required, but 
this will be done over the winter. The earth bank that was created by 
the clearance is already being repopulated by wild plants.  
Woodland Green Space Grant: The group’s application for an Action Earth Green Space 
grant was successful and the £250 grant will help fund planting of wildflower seeds, bulbs, 
hawthorn / blackthorn trees at the cleared car park, plus provide some bat boxes at the 
“beach” and on the woodland approach from under the new bridge. The choice of tree is in 
line with other regeneration projects across Scotland.  
Ramps: The ramps under the new bridge had deteriorated due to the weather, meaning less 
able members of the community and families with push chairs had difficulty when trying to 
get to the Telford Bridge. Using some of the hardcore left over from the clean-up of the old 
car park, the “Bridge Crew” were able to repair and make good both sides of the bridge. 
They also used hardcore to fill the potholes in the car park and road. It is not the best result, 
as we will need to continue sweeping the hardcore back into the holes, but it's better than it 
was.  
Fisherman’s Path along riverbank from Craigellachie Telford Bridge to the Tunnel 
Brae & Speyside Way: The path beyond the fishing hut has become quite overgrown and 
FOCB hope to work with Craigellachie Fishings to assist them keep the path clear for us-
ers.   We were advised of an issue with dog fouling in this area and are promoting responsi-
ble use by the kind donation of “doggy” bags from the Craigellachie Village Council. Alt-
hough not a right of way, this path would be termed a "well used path" used by local people 
and visitors under the Access Code.  
Fencing: We are now in a position to move forward with the fencing on the Banffshire side 
of the bridge. This will involve new wooden fencing lining the approach to the bridge, a 
section of fencing in front of the earth embankment at the newly cleared car park, and a 
small section of fencing near the new bridge to prevent access to the river.  Our ability to 
move forward with the fencing is down to members of FOCB donations and help, plus a 
kind donation from Springfield Properties Elgin towards the cost of putting the fencing up. 
Information Signage: The last bit of work is the information signage, which is ongoing, 
and we hope to have this in place for early 2021. 
Donation Boxes: If you are down at the bridge for a walk and would like to put some of 
the loose change in your pocket to good use, please make use of the two donation boxes or, 
if you are into high tech wizardry, you can donate using PayPal at:  
friendsofcraigellachiebridge@gmail.com.  The monies go towards maintenance, picnic 
benches, and other works we are unable to do ourselves and require the services of profes-
sional contractors. Thank you in advance for your continued support, every pound really 
does count. 
Spey Clean: We are supporting the Single Spey Clean, which was cancelled earlier in the 
year. This is a joint effort from source to sea to clear up any litter or other debris along the 
length of the Spey and is scheduled to take place on 3rd and 4th October.   
Invasive Species: A few areas of Himalayan Balsam have reappeared and dealing with it 
will be one our priorities at our monthly clear up sessions. 
Trees growing on the Abutments: Two trees continue to grow on top of the abutments on 
the Banffshire side of the bridge and will require professional attention.  Whilst we can do 

(Continued on page 13) 
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some small jobs e.g. cutting the grass; weeding; leaf litter clearing; 
and keeping the place litter free; large maintenance work remains 
the remit of Moray Council and a quotation for work to remove the 
trees has been sent to Moray Council.  
New Picnic Benches: One new bench is on order due to arrive 
soon. 
Fiddich Park: No update received from the Moray Council con-
cerning the lease of the Fiddich Park or the terms. The Fiddich Park 
was part of the bigger plan for the improvements at the Telford Bridge, the improved sur-
face on the Speyside Way, and the development of the Fiddich Park, which all link in with 
the Moray Council Development Strategy placemaking objectives to make Craigellachie a 
strategic point on the Speyside Way and associated tourist facilities. FOCB are working 
with Craigellachie Village Council to get the best joined up approach with Moray Council. 

Mike Middlehurst, Chairperson, Friends of Craigellachie Bridge 

(Continued from page 12)   

(SCIO) number SC046509 

Normally at this time 
of year the Cross-
reach Christmas bro-
chure is available in 
both churches for you 
to browse and select 

cards and calendars.  However, since there are cur-
rently no services in the church buildings we would 
encourage you to take a look and place your order 
direct from the Crossreach website:    
https://shop.crossreach.org.uk/ 
 
100% of the profits from the sale of cards and calen-
dars support the Church of Scotland's caring work in 
Scotland.  

Life & Work is the 
Church of Scotland’s 
monthly magazine, 
which each month has 
60 pages with news, 
features and opinion 
on Christian life in 

Scotland and further afield.  An annual sub-
scription is normally £33.60, but a discounted 
rate of £30.60 is available for church congre-
gations.   
If you would like a subscription to Life & Work 
Magazine at a discounted rate of £30.60,  pay-
able in advance to Aberlour Parish Church, 
please contact  
Jane Tweedie: jane@craig515.plus.com 

 

Last laugh misprints from other 
church magazines: 
 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. 
It's a chance to get rid of those things not 
worth keeping around the house. Bring 
your husbands.  
 
For those of you who have children and 
don't know it, we have a nursery down-
stairs.  
 
At the evening service tonight, the ser-
mon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come 
early and listen to our choir practice.  
 
Sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to be 
water-baptised on the table in the foyer.  
 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm - prayer 
and medication to follow.  
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Classified Directory of Local Services 
Alarms & CCTV 
Forsyth & Freeman- Fire & Security Technology. Heath Cott, Craigellachie, AB38 9TB. ....... 01340 871591 
Services for commercial & domestic premises incl. design, installation, emergency call outs & repairs.  email: info.fffast@gmail.com 

Beauty Therapist & Nail Technician 
The Little Beauty Room, Cairnview, Spey Valley Drive, Aberlour .  ......................................... 07740 782624  
Bed & Breakfast 
Mrs Baillie, Norlaggan, 22 High St, Aberlour, (www.norlaggan.co.uk) .................................... 01340 871270  
B Croy, Bridge View, Leslie Terrace, Craigellachie  (visitcraigellachie.com) ........................... 01340 881376  
Mrs Anne Stewart, Fairy Knowe House, Aberlour (Non Smoking)  ......................................... 01340 871900  
G Wolstencroft, Speybank, Leslie Terr, Craigellachie (Non Smoking) .................................... 01340 871888  
Boiler Servicing 

Boiler Care Services, Adrian Payne, Deldonald, Carron (email bcs.moray@talktalk.net)  ...... 01340 810885 

Butcher 
S A Mackie, 77 High St, Aberlour ............................................................................................ 01340 871428 
Café & Crafts & Gifts 
The Gather’n & 3 Bags Wool, The Square, Aberlour  www.3bagswool.com  .......................... 01340 881749 
Caravan Park 

Speyside Gardens Caravan Park, Aberlour   www.speysidegardens.com .............................. 01340 871586 

Carpet & Cleaning Services, Fire & Water Damage Restoration 
Shearpride Services, Cairnvonie, Archiestown  shearpride@btinternet.com .......................... 01340 881794 
Car Sharing Scheme 
Speyside Community Car Sharing Scheme (Membership required) ....................................... 01340 831748  
 (Monday - Friday 9.00am -5.00pm)    email: irene.shaw1@speysideccss.co.uk    
Website: http://www.speysideccss.co.uk/  Facebook: Speyside Community Car Sharing Scheme  
Caterers (Outside) 
Charlestown Cuisine, Little Haven, 9 Dowans Rd, Aberlour ................................................... 01340 871205 

Cattery 
Shenval Cattery Ltd, Edinvillie, Aberlour email: shenvalcattery@outlook.com ........................ 07881 610636 
Child Minder (Registered) 
Speyplay, 9 High St, Aberlour ................................................................................................. 01340 871681  
Complementary Therapy/Scented Boutique 
Perfect Scents. Handcrafted Soaps, Bathbombs, Gifts, 93-95 High St, Aberlour .................... 01340 881447 
Contractor 
W D Mitchell & Son, Bush Farm, Aberlour .............................................................................. 01340 871408  
Delicatessen 

The Spey Larder, 96-98 High St, Aberlour AB38 9QA. www.speylarder.com  ........................ 01340 871243 

Dentist 
Speyside Dental Surgery, 138 High St, Aberlour www.speysidedental.com  .......................... 01340 871738  
Dog Boarding & Day Care/Walking Service 
Dacie Grey Home Boarding, Glenview, Aberlour Gardens, Aberlour AB38 9LD ..................... 01340 871285 
Domestic Cleaning Services 
Louise Farquhar ...................................................................................................................... 07501 022039 
Electricians (Contractors) 
Aberlour Electrics, 57 High Street, Aberlour ............................................................................ 01340 881687 
Richard Strathdee, 4 Distillery Cotts, Glenallachie email: upperfolds@btinternet.com  …….01340 881741 / 07900 696051  
Engineering-Fabrication-Repairs-Design-Manufacture 

Aberlour Engineering, Mary Ave, Aberlour  email: john@aberlourengineering.co.uk .............. 01340 871833 
Standfast Precision Engineering, Craigellachie.............  ............................................ Tel 01340 881371 Fax 01340 881330 

Filling Stations 

Aberlour Filling Station (24hrs), Aberlour. www.aberlourfillingstation.com .............................. 01340 871741 
Craigellachie Filling Station, Dufftown Rd, Craigellachie  ........................................................ 01340 881635 
Fishing Tackle 
Spey Sport, 79 High St, Aberlour ............................................................................................ 07990 551221 
 

 

mailto:info.fffast@gmail.com
mailto:irene.shaw1@speysideccss.co.uk
http://www.speysideccss.co.uk/
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Funeral Director 
Frank McLean & Son, 20 High St, Aberlour.. www.fsmclean.co.uk  mail@fsmclean.co.uk .......... 01340 871001 

Gallery 

Gallery in Aberlour, 79 High St, Aberlour ..................................................................................... 01340 871457 
The Artist’s Studio, Alan Paterson, 126 High St, Aberlour AB38 9NX .................................................  

 patersonalan58@gmail.com   .............  ............ 01340 881880 / 07896 903655 
Garages 
Frank Ogg & Son, 13-19 High Street, Aberlour ............................................................................ 01340 871505  
McLean, Maggieknockater, Craigellachie ..................................................................................... 01542 860325  
Gift Shops 

Speyside Cooperage, Dufftown Road, Craigellachie ................................................................... 01340 871108  
Guest House 

Craigellachie Lodge, Craigellachie   www.craigellachielodge.com ............................................... 01340 881900 

Hairdressers 

Lush Hair, 28 High St, Aberlour .................................................................................................... 01340 871930 
Vanity Hair & Beauty, Victoria Street, Craigellachie ..................................................................... 01340 881788 

Hotels 

The Aberlour Hotel, 87 High St, Aberlour ..................................................................................... 01340 871287  
The Highlander Inn, Craigellachie ................................................................................................ 01340 881446  
The Mashtun, 8 Broomfield Square, Aberlour .............................................................................. 01340 881771 
Dowans Hotel, Aberlour    www.dowanshotel.com ....................................................................... 01340 871488  
Joiners 

Matt Roberts, Sunnybank, John St, Craigellachie ........................................................................ 07739 048142  
J Morrison & Son, 34 Sellar Place, Aberlour .   ..................................................  ...... 07803 605975/01340 871016  
Ladies Fashions 
Speyside Wardrobe, Ladies Fashion & Image Centre, Victoria St, Craigellachie  www.speysidewardrobe.co.uk 
 ..................................................................................................................................................... 01340 871943 
Newsagent &  Post Office 

S Cattanach, 71a High Street, Aberlour ....................................................................................... 01340 871240 

Painters 

K Donald & Son, Cottarfield, Balliemullich,Aberlour ......  ...................................  ...... 01340 810587 / 07748 916514 
G R MacKenzie, Glencairn, Aberlour ........................................................................................... 01340 871014  
Pet Service (Pet behaviourist & dog walking) 
Kathleen Desmond, 1 Farm Close, Aberlour ................................................................................ 01340 881420  
“Home Boy” Dog Services, Alex Benvie (email abenvie6@hotmail.com) ................. 01340 820351/07787 352648  
Pharmacy 
Aberlour Pharmacy, 112 High Street, Aberlour (email: nhsg.aberlourcp@nhs.net) ..................... 01340 871279 
Plasterer & Home Maintenance 
Garry Glendinning, Ivy Dene Cottage, Edinvillie ...........  ...................................  ...... 01340 871861/07940160825 
Plumbers 

Speyside Plumbing Services (A Gall), Tomneen Farm, Craigellachie AB38 9SB  ....................... 01340 871360  
P A Stuart, 69 High St, Aberlour ................................................................................................... 01340 871226 
Post Office 

Post Office,  Victoria St, Craigellachie .......................................................................................... 01340 871115 

Property Maintenance/Repairs/Improvements 
J Morrison & Son, 34 Sellar Place, Aberlour   ...................................................  ...... 07803 605975/ 01340 871016  
Derek Gall, Tipper/Light Haulage/Cherry Picker/Mini Digger Hire, Carron. email: Derekgall60@hotmail.co.uk  
  ................................  ....... 01340 810264/07799 484356 
Public House 

The Highlander Inn, Craigellachie ................................................................................................ 01340 881446  
The Mash Tun, 8 Broomfield Square, Aberlour  ........................................................................... 01340 881771  
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To advertise your business in this publication please contact 
The Editor:  

Tel 01340 871515 or Email jane871515@outlook.com 
 

If you would find it easier to read this magazine in a larger print size 
please let us know and we will do our best to help. 

 

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – from your weekly shop 
to your annual holiday – you could be raising a free donation for the churches 
in Aberlour & Craigellachie?  There are nearly 3,000 retailers including Amazon, 
Apple, Clarks, CO-OP, Go Outdoors, the trainline, Saga Holiday’s and Tesco, 
who will donate a percentage of the amount you spend 
to Aberlour Parish Church to say thank you for shopping with them. 
It’s really simple, and doesn’t cost you anything. 
All you have to do is: 
1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/aberlourparishchurch/ 
2. Sign up for free 
3. Get shopping – your donations will be collected by easyfundraising and auto-
matically sent to Aberlour Parish Church.  
It couldn’t be easier!  
There are no catches or hidden charges and Aberlour & Craigellachie churches 
will be really grateful for your donations.  

Restaurants 

“57” and “Spe” at Dowans Hotel, Aberlour ..................................................................................... 01340 871488 
The Aberlour Hotel, 87 High St, Aberlour  ...................................................................................... 01340 871287  
The Highlander Inn, Craigellachie .................................................................................................. 01340 881446 
The Mash Tun, 8 Broomfield Square, Aberlour  ............................................................................. 01340 881771  
Roofing 
Speyside Plumbing Services (A Gall), Tomneen Farm, Craigellachie AB38 9SB  ......................... 01340 871360  
Saddler & Ironmonger 
C A Gammack, 83 High St, Aberlour   www.cagammack.co.uk ..................................................... 01340 871319 
Self Catering Accommodation 
Mrs G Cammack, Mansefield House, Craigellachie (email: gillcammack@gmail.com)  ................. 01542 860345  
Mrs L Cordiner, The Pines, Wester Gauldwell, Craigellachie (email: lwcordiner@outlook.com) .  .. 01340 881244 
B Croy, Bridge View, Leslie Terrace, Craigellachie   visitcraigellachie.com ................................... 01340 881376  
Greenhall Gallery, 2 Victoria St, Craigellachie (email: greenhallgallery@gmail.com) .................... 01340 871010  
Mrs E Milne, Balnellan, Craigellachie ............................................................................................. 01542 860284  
Shortbread Manufacturer 
Walkers Shortbread Ltd, Aberlour .................................................................................................. 01340 871555 

Take Away 

Aberlour TakeAway, 92 High St, Aberlour  ..................................................................................... 01340 871871 

Taxi Services 

Craigellachie Cars, Scatterbrook, Gauldwell, Craigellachie ........................................................... 07960 567118 
Toy Shop 
Our Wooden Toy Shop,113 High St, Aberlour  www.ourwoodentoyshop.com ............................... 01340 871741 
Veterinary Surgeons 

Aberlour Veterinary Centre, Rinnachat,  ........................................................................................ 01340 871385 

Web Design 

Bob Fuller Web Design, Braeside of Beatshach, Aberlour (www.bobfuller.me.uk) ........................ 01340 871745 


